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Notice of Ex Parte Presentations: 
WT Docket No. 16-239, Amendment of Part 97 of the Commission’s Amateur Radio 
Service Rules to Permit Greater Flexibility in Digital Data Communications 
RM-11828, Amendment of Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules Governing the Amateur 
Radio Service Rules Concerning Permitted Emissions and Operating Privileges for 
Technician Class Licensees 
RM-11759, Amendment of Part 97 of the Commission’s Amateur Radio Rules to 
Facilitate High-Frequency Data Communication 


Dear Ms. Dortch: 


On June 29, 2023, on behalf of ARRL, The National Association for Amateur Radio 
(ARRL), I met with Jonathan Campbell, Acting Legal Advisor, Wireless, International, and 
Space, Office of Chairwoman Rosenworcel. Separately I met with Erin Boone, Chief of Staff 
and Wireless Advisor and interns Max Larson, Alexandra Chandler, and James Whyche, Office 
of Commissioner Simington. On June 28, 2023, I met by video conference with Joel 
Taubenblatt, Chief of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Roger Noel, Chief of the 
Mobility Division, Tom Derenge, Deputy Chief (Engineering), Nellie Foosaner, and intern 
Kailey Lauter. 


The discussion in each instance was consistent with filings submitted earlier by the 
ARRL in the above-referenced proceedings. There are only two issues raised in the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in Docket 16-239: whether to delete the limitation on symbol 
rate contained in the Amateur rules at § 97.307(f)(3) and (f)(4); and if deleted, whether to replace 
the symbol rate with a comparable bandwidth limit of 2.8 kHz. There is no other rule or issue 
addressed in the NPRM. 


ARRL and most stakeholders favor both deleting the symbol rate and replacing it with a 
2.8 kHz individual signal bandwidth limit. This would maintain the status quo with regard to the 
signal bandwidth commonly employed by radio amateurs on these frequencies while removing 
the limitation on baud rate that impairs spectrum efficiency and innovation by capping the 
amount of data transmitted within each signal. The net effect of the proposed change would be to 
increase spectrum efficiency by allowing higher baud rates, which would lessen the time needed 
to transmit a given message. Adopting the proposal will foster more sharing by increasing the 
time that others can use the same spectrum. 


The symbol rate governs the capacity of amateur systems handling messages and the 
speed of doing so. Increasing speed is especially important when amateurs voluntarily assist 
during and after hurricanes, forest fires, and other disasters. The Commission has granted 
waivers is each of the past six years when needed for these purposes, but has not adopted the 
change proposed in the NPRM which is very specific and focused. Waivers are not a substitute 
for allowing amateurs to use and train with the faster modes, and inevitably the effectiveness of 
responses are impaired during the first hours and days when most critical as many volunteers 
must download or update the software that enables the faster speeds and solve any system 
problems that result. As stated in the record, we are the only country in the world that limits 
amateurs in this manner, and it is noteworthy that the International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU) has a program to help amateur stations in the Caribbean to use the technology at its fullest 
and fastest. Article 25 of the International Radio Regulations was amended at the 2003 World 
Radio Conference (WRC-03) specifically to clarify that amateurs are permitted to use digital 
technologies and to engage in message handling, especially during emergencies. 


I also noted that a variety of other issues outside the scope of this proceeding are raised 
by some commenters. Many of those commenters cross-file the same comments in other 
proceedings, such as RM-11828 and RM-11759, where many of the issues raised already are 
being addressed in the context of proposals to change the amateur sub bands and to update the 
privileges accorded various classes of licensees. ARRL filed these petitions and strongly 
supports the proposals to modernize the amateur sub bands in light of current-day band usage 
and digital technologies that didn’t even exist when the sub bands were designated decades ago. 
But those issues must not delay the urgent matter in this proceeding, which is in a different 
posture having already been the subject of an NPRM and now ready for decision. 


Respectfully, 


QR desta 


David R. Siddall 


ARRL Washington Counsel 
CC: Jonathan Campbell Joel Taubenblatt 
Erin Boone Roger Noel 
Max Larson Tom Derenge 
Alexandra Chandler Nellie Foosaner 
James Whyche Kailey Lauter 


